
           April 22, 2020 

 

   Greetings First Brethren Colony. I pray that you are all well and being safe and secure in 

our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 It has been 5 weeks already since we have meet to worship and praise our Great and Awesome God 

together. I am not sure when we will get to gather together again, but we will need to be ready for that time 

when we are allowed. I want to assure you that we (Board of Directors) are working on a plan so that we will be 

ready when that day occurs. 

 Since the COVID 19 reared its ugly head, we have gone through a lot of changes: physically, mentally, 

emotionally, financially and maybe even spiritually. Here at FBCSB we have changed the way we worship 

together, take an offering, communicate with each other, and in other ways. It is not our subject or vision that 

has changed, but the means in which we perform our mission. 

 All these changes have brought me to a point of reminiscing of all the changes that God has led me 

through in my life. Here are a few changes that God made in my life when I did not want them. 

 1. He called me to full time ministry when I wanted to be a Medical Physician 

 2. He took me from my first school to Moody Bible Institute 

 3. He moved us from our ministry in Orrville to St. Louis 

 4. He changed my ministry from a Minister of Music to Senior Pastor 

 5. He gave us twins and then took one away 

 6. He had us start a Non-profit ministry (RFC) along with church ministry 

 These major changes in my life remind me that change is happening every day, but sometimes it is more 

drastic. Everyone is currently living in a time of major change, so what should we do or should we change?  

 God has not changed in Himself (Malachi 3:6, James 1:17), nor has He changed how I am to live my life 

for Him. The changes that He has placed in my life are for His service. He is still the same focus but He has 

called me to different ways to continue my call. 

 I have heard many people talk about how much change we should do as a result of this virus quarantine. 

May we not change the truth of what God has called us to do according to His Word: discipleship, fellowship, 

ordinances, prayer, service, praise/worship, evangelism (Acts 2:42-47). Luke never tells us how this is to occur, 

but we are to be fulfilling the role of the church.  

 This time of change may be good for us as a body of Christ, but may we never change in the mission He 

has called us to do. I do not necessarily like change, but I can choose to allow the circumstances around me to 

lead me to a new type of ministry and desire to serve my God for His honor and glory. Will you join me in 

being faithful to God’s Word and His call to us as His colony to serve His church and proclaim His Gospel to 

the people of South Bend, Indiana or wherever you live?  

 I don’t know what is in store for us, but I know that every time that God has placed major changes in 

my life, He has blessed me beyond measure. Spiritual change is necessary is always necessary for growth in the 

believer’s life. There will always be difficulties in life, but how we spiritually respond to them is vital. 

 Rest assured that we are going through this together with you. Please let us know if there is anything that 

we can do to help you as an individual or family. Please join us for our streaming service on our YouTube 

channel (First Brethren Church South Bend) at 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBWr668S_O943xoUdQ3kAGQ. Also view our website or Facebook 

page. We also are having Bible Studies via zoom, so if you want to join us please let us know. 

   I pray that you all are well and taking precautions to stay physically well, but more importantly take 

protection to be spiritually right with God. If you have a spiritual need or questions, we are open, so please 

contact me at 291-4909, 330-903-1044 or fyoungen@att.net.  

 

 Blessings, 

  Pastor Fred 
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